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THE ROYAL AIR FORCE  

ASSOCIATION 
Rutland Branch 

THE FLYING HORSESHOE 
July 

2015 

 
  
 
 

A fantastic family day out including … 
Å Military Working Dog Demonstrations 

of Obedience, Search and Agility 

Å Discover how the military train their dogs 

for vital roles within Defence 

Å Regular Demonstrations in the main arena 

throughout the day 

Å Childrenôs play area with bouncy castle, paintball 

and face paint 

 

 
"THE LATE SIR JOHN SUTTON - FORMER RAFA NATIONAL AND        
RUTLAND BRANCH PRESIDENT - 9 JULY 1932 - 21 NOVEMBER 2014 
 
A Service of Thanksgiving for our late Branch president Air Marshal Sir John  
Sutton took place on Friday 22 May at Saint Michael and All Angels' Chapel at 
the RAF College Cranwell. Over 300 attended, some travelling hundreds of 
miles, and the congregation included many senior officers, including several     
former chiefs of the Air Staff.  However, just as (if not more) importantly, a 

good number ex-airmen from his squadrons in the early years also felt they had to pay their          
respects to a man they respected and admired as a superb pilot, exemplary leader and warm and 
generous human being.  Many friends and neighbours from more recent times also gathered to pay 
their respects, including Duncan and Kathryn Manderson, and Roger Hyde. 
 
The service was conducted by the Station Chaplain, The Reverend Ian Ward, who was assisted by 
Cottesmore-based The Reverend John Darrall.  Popular hymns, including 'Tell Out My Soul' ; 'He 
Who Would Valiant Be' and 'God is Our Strength and Refuge' - sung to the Dambusters' March - 
were included and the Cranwell Military Wives Choir sang movingly  'The Airman's Hymn'. 
 
After the Service, as 2 o'clock struck on the College Hall Clock, the Red Arrows flew past trailing 
Red, White and Blue smoke, as a poignant tribute to Sir John's passing, after which Lady Sutton 
and her family treated the whole congregation to light refreshments in College Hall Officers' Mess." 
                Richard  

Rutland RAFA Branch Visit RAF Wittering 
On 21st May at the invitation of our RAFALOôS a number of our members visited RAF Wittering. We 
were briefed on the units role over from inception to the present day. Prior to visiting The Heritage 
Centre we were invited to view a couple of displays showing the stations aircraft and one on Bomb 
Disposal. This display thrilled the ex armouries amongst us also my grandson who is adamant that 
he is applying for a position in Bomb Disposal when he leaves Cranwell, there is no accounting for 
taste.   

     

A few photographs from the 
visit. Thanks to Angie & Derek 
for these. Doesnôt Ken 
Rawlings look the part. 
Ed. 
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THE RUTLAND FLYING HORSESHOE 

Dates For your Diary 

Date Event Location Information 

27 June 2015 Armed Forces Day   

1 July 2015 Jeremy Prescott   Monthly meeting 
  

War Graves Commission 

12th Jul 2015  One Big Bike Ride  Fundraising event for LORAS 
 

24th Jul 2015 RAF Wittering Families Day RAF Wittering RAFALOôs 

5th Aug 2015  BBQ Monthly Meeting Information later 

2 Sept 2015 Adam Lowe  First World War   

2nd Sept 15 75th Anniversary of VJ Day 
(WW11) 

TBD  

9th Sept 2015  Canal Boat Trip  TBD  

14 ς 20 Sept 

2015 
  

Wings Appeal Week 
(B of B Sunday  

20th September) 

  

27 Septem-

ber  

75th Anniversary of the  
Battle of Britain  

Peterborough  
Cathedral 

 

 
7 Oct 2015  

DETUS Cadets 
Loughborough Uni. 

Monthly meeting Speaking on The  American Air 
Force Academy Colorado 

4th Nov 2015  WO Heywood Monthly meeting 2 MT Wittering 

5th 
November 15 

RAFA Invited to Bonfire 
Night at RAF Wittering 

RAFALOôs  

2nd Dec 2015 
  

RAFA Christmas Dinner  Greetham Valley 
Golf Club 
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THE RUTLAND FLYING HORSESHOE 

 
Many thanks to all of your               

contributions. Perhaps we 

can print your story next  

month. 

 

 

 
 

We are all welcome to RAF Wittering 
Families Day on Friday 24th July. 
The committee have discussed the  
possibility of having a fundraising stall 

in the car boot sale section. If you are interested 
in helping either on the day or with items to sell, 
please contact a committee member their details 
are on the back page. 
Ed 

Families Day 2015 

Welfare Waffle 

 
  

 
RAFA  Chalets 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
"Wings Breaks are available at Flowerdown, 
Rothbury and Richard Peck and the Hemsby 
Chalets are particularly lovely at this time of 
year -  
please get your applications in ASAP to avoid 
disappointment."   
 

Richard HWO 

 
Rutland 2248 ATC  

Squadron 
 

  
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Attached is a picture of Sgt Joe Potter who has    

received a 12 hour RAFA flying scholarship. Jo 

would like to follow in his fatherõs footsteps by    

joining the RAF when he has finished  university. 

Joe is pictured on the right behind the Chief of 

Air Staff  with other winners.  

       
                Jackie Lawrence  
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The Gazette 

1st July Jeremy Prescott ï .  War Graves Commission 

5th August 
2nd September 

Bar-B-Q 
Adam Lowe 

 
First World War  

7th October Loughborough University , RAF DTUS 
Cadets 

Summer Activities 
 

4th November 
2nd December 

WO Heywood 
RAFA Christmas Dinner 

2 MT Wittering 
Greetham Valley Golf Club 

 
Chairman: Duncan Manderson, Pickwell Grange, Whissendine, LE15 7ER, 01664 474274 
 

Vice Chairman: Gordon Diffey. Tel 01572 722068 
 
Branch Secretary: Phil Marston,12 Seaton Road, Uppingham, LE15 9QX, 01572 822731 
 
Treasurer: Gordon Diffey. Tel 01572 722068 
 
Editor Flying Horseshoe: Peter Hart, , Tel 01572756750  THECEDARS@Sky.com 
 
Speaker Coordinator:  
          
Wings Appeal Organiser : RAFALO Wittering 
 
Honorary Welfare Officer:  Richard Foster, Tel 01780 411020 lizrich5049@hotmail.co.uk 
 
Membership Secretary: Angie Humphreys, email angelaandfrancis@talktalk.net  
 
Meetings Coordinator: Derek Bury, Tel 01572 755969, email derek_bury@hotmail.co.uk 
 
Social Secretary: Derek Bury, Tel 01572 755969, email derek_bury@hotmail.co.uk   
 
Standard Bearer: Francis Humphreys,  
 
Christmas Dinner Organiser, Roger Hyde, Tel 01572 813547email g3zdw@btinternet.com 

Branch Committee Members 

Dates For Your Diary 

Branch Meeting 
Branch Meetings are First Wednesday every month Venue:  

Cottesmore Sports & Social Club 7.00 for 7.30pm 

Personal Notices. 
 

mailto:angelaandfrancis@talktalk.net
mailto:derek_bury@hotmail.com
mailto:derek_bury@hotmail.com

