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OBITUARY – ROB TOY 
Little did I know when I agreed to become editor of this newsletter that I would have 
to report the sad passing of our beloved Chairman of more than 12 years – Wing 
Commander Rob Toy RAF (Retd).  It is impossible to surpass the tributes paid in the 
local press and perhaps I could repeat the one that struck me the most. 

“Rob touched many people in the county with his kin dness and preparedness 
to assist.  Our thoughts and prayers go out to Dian a and his family who have 
suffered greatly over the past few weeks.” 

We all know Rob was a dedicated councillor but Duncan Manderson, the deputy 
Chairman asked that the RAFA Rutland Branch should remember him as we knew 
him.   He is seen here accepting a cheque from 2248 (Rutland) Sqn ATC following 
the Harrier pull at RAF Cottesmore last year. 
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Rob was Chairman for over 12 years, taking the Branch from half a dozen stout souls in the 
1990s to the Branch we know and love today.  He was asked to take on the Chairman’s 
mantle by the then Station Commander of North Luffenham and used his energy and 
exuberance to motivate people to join, form a viable committee and take things forward. 
 

 I knew him as a man with a great sense of fun, sense of 
humour and one of life’s nice guys who would do anything 
for you.  As Chairman, he was responsible for finding 
speakers for our meetings, and he had a knack of getting 
all sorts of interesting people to give talks to our group – 
very rarely did they say no to him.  His enthusiasm for 
RAFA Rutland rubbed off on us all and we will all 
remember his addresses at the Annual Christmas Dinner 
with jokes, impromptu games and great presence.  Always 
proud of his RAF career and being part of the RAF family, 
he was an outstanding ambassador and champion for the 
service and RAFA. 
 

I recall at my first Board meeting at Vista ( the local 
Society for the blind), where Rob was a Trustee for many 
years being asked (told) to come along to a RAFA Rutland 
meeting as I had just retired from the Service.  In less than 
a month I was Treasurer.  We will all remember the time 
that he was due to attend a meeting at RAFA but failed to 

turn up because he had hurt his leg playing rounders. 
 

That was Rob - 100% with everything he did in life.  
 

Gordon Diffey �
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SURPRISE SURPRISE!!!!! 
 
Keith Savage  - To mark his retirement as a 
civilian instructor with 2248 (Rutland) 
Squadron Air Cadets, members of the 
cadet force, family friends and colleagues 
of RAFA Rutland gathered at the Drill Hall 
in Penn Street, Oakham to attend a 
surprise party on Saturday 14th February 
2009.  The occasion also marked Keith’s 
70th Birthday celebrations. 
 

On arriving at the premises Keith was left 
speechless when he discovered the 
reception awaiting him. The whole event 
was organised by Officer Commanding, 
Staff and cadets. The party venue was 
appropriately decorated and a disco was 
provided.  A special mention must go to the 
civilian committee members who provided a 
superb buffet. 
 

Many congratulatory messages and cards 
where passed on to Keith from colleagues unable to attend his leaving and retirement party. 
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FRIDAY THE 13 th UNLUCKY – WHO SAYS SO!!! 
 

 I for one was fortunate to be amongst the large audience of people listening to the Band of 
the Royal Air Force Regiment in Concert at Uppingham School Memorial Hall on this 
supposedly ominous day.  
 

 
The concert programme included a varied selection of music from the rousing Royal Air 
Force March Past, to An American in Paris by Gershwin. An excellent rendition of the theme 
music from Schindler’s List by Williams was played on the violin by Sophie Macrae from 
Uppingham. Other solo and group pieces where performed by other band members.  
 

An intermission gave the audience to chat with the band members who told us about their 
military commitments and how they routinely undertake 4 month detachments to Iraq and 
Afghanistan. 
 

After the interval and welcome refreshments the audience gave a warm welcome to part of 
the orchestra “The Shades of Blue Big Band”. The band, led by band leader Sergeant Guy 
Garrett who is also bands’ resident vocalist, showed his skill and the extent of his repertoire 
by including songs from Frank Sinatra, Michael Buble  and Tom Jones.  
 

Later, the whole assembled band played Jerusalem the audience joined in with a robust 
rendition. The title music, The Band of Brothers, and a melody of British sea songs rounded 
off a splendid evening.  
 

And, to my knowledge, nobody slipped on the ice that evening – being Friday 13th 
 

Derek Bury 
�

 

INCREASE IN POSTAGE COST FROM APRIL 2009  
 

In view of the forthcoming increase in postal charges members who normally receive their 
copy of the Flying Horseshoe magazine are asked if they could perhaps change from postal 
delivery to electronic mail. If this is possible please send email details to: 
 
 rafarutland923@yahoo.co.uk. 
  
Secretary 
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RAF ASSOCIATION - GREAT WALL OF CHINA TREK - 2009 �

 

RAF Cottesmore Station RAFALO, Chief Technician David Craven will be taking part in the 
'Great Wall of China' trek in aid of the RAF Association. The trek takes place from the 3 -11 
Oct 2009, requiring a minimum sponsorship amount of £2850 to take part. Chief Tech 
Craven would like to ask branch members for their support in the form of sponsorship. If you 
would like to make a donation you can either send a cheque to 15 Heythrop Road, 
Cottesmore, Oakham, Rutland, LE15 7LZ or alternatively visit: 
 

www.justgiving.com/davidcraven1 
 

and make an online donation. Your support to this worthy cause will be greatly appreciated, 
thank you. 
  
 Regards 
  
Dave Craven  
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GENEROUS OFFER 

 

My digital-camera memory-card developed a fault so I could not recover the photos and 
videos that I had taken on my grand-daughter's second birthday. I found some card recovery 
software on the internet, it was not cheap but it recovered nearly all of the data,  so it was 
worth it. 
 

If any member has a similar problem try me first, I do not charge for the service.  All I will 
need from you is the memory-card, the make of camera that you used, a blank, suitably-
sized CD or DVD for me to transfer the data to. That's it. 
 

Albert Ratcliffe 
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STAMP COLLECTING 
 

I would be obliged if you could mention in the next NL when printed that I am collecting used 
British & Foreign postage stamps  all year round in aid of RAFA Wings Appeal, and would 
welcome members' support by bringing along to the meeting stamps with approx. one 
quarter of an inch of envelope left around the stamp.  If not attending the meeting hand to 
any committee or phone me and I will happily collect. 
 

Angie Humphreys 
 

 

CARTRIDGE COLLECTION 
 

The RAF Benevolent Fund can now convert your used inkjet printer cartridges into money 
which helps to fund our valuable welfare work. Recycling also helps to conserve our planet 
for the future.  The Fund receives £1 for each inkjet printer cartridge we recycle!  `Empties' 
to Peter Thomas  please - No Epson or Laser cartridges thank you. 
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