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RAFA RUTLAND CELEBRATES 60 th ANNIVERSARY.  
 

(Extract from the speech made by the Chairman at the 6oth Anniversary Dinner) 
 

I feel very privileged to be part of this 
celebration as I believe we should all be.  
We keep hearing about the closure of 
RAFA branches across the country, 
many of which will not have had the 
opportunity to celebrate this milestone.  
It is ironic that after many years of not 
being appreciated by the public the 
armed forces, both present and past, 
are being recognised by people as an 
important part of society.  It would 
appear that this is due mainly to the loss 
of lives in Iraq and Afghanistan.  There 
is an increasing need for organisations 
such as ours to exist and yet many are 
struggling to survive.  The loss of our 
RBL club premises in Oakham being an 
example. 

 
Although we are here together to 
celebrate our 60th anniversary, it is 
actually only 39 years since RAFA 
Rutland was formed.  Prior to 
November 1970 we were known as 
the Oakham branch.  I have been 
unable, however, to find out if it was 
just a name change or whether there 
was an amalgamation of other 
branches.  Indeed, since we realised 
that we were reaching this 
anniversary, I have been trying to find 
out as much of the history of the 
branch as possible.  To my 
amazement there is precious little of 
our history available and sadly many, if 
not all, of the founder members have 
gone to the big hangar in the sky. It 
would have been easy to have hidden behind the Data Protection Act and say that it was all too 
difficult to extract out history, but the truth is that there would appear to be no written records of the 
first 50 years of the Branch’s existence. That said, I am delighted that our longest serving member 
George Kirk, who joined the Branch in 1950 having previously been a member of the Melton Mowbray 
Branch, is with us this evening. George tells me that at one stage in the early years of the Branch, the 
meetings were held in a pub where the landlady, a former WAAF, was the chairman. Sounds like a 
good idea to me!! 
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We do know that the branch was formed 
on the 19th of July 1949 and that it met at 
the British Legion.  In the mid seventies 
the membership was so small that the 
members met very infrequently in the 
smallest bar in the smallest pub in 
Rutland – and there was still plenty of 
room.  The same dip happened in the 
late 90s as we are well aware. Once 
again, however, individuals came 
forward in the shape of Rob Toy and 
Bruce Benstead, the CO of RAF North 
Luffenham, who revitalised the branch 
into the superb, active and vibrant 
branch that we are today.  With the 
closure of North Luffenham Rob Toy, 
chairman at the time, convinced all 
incoming Station Commanders at 

Cottesmore that it was their duty (due to tradition) to be our president during their term of office. Our 
current president, Gp Capt Ken McCann sends his apologies, with some feeble excuse about being in 
Afghanistan to oversee the final withdrawal of 
the harrier force back to the UK.  
 
The cycle of support and interest is not limited 
to this branch. As most of us are aware, the 
whole of the RAFA had a downturn a few years 
ago and there is no doubt the saviour of RAFA 
in recent years was Sir John Sutton, who just 
happens to be one of our own members and I 
am delighted that he is here with us this 
evening. It is thanks to him that any RAFA 
branch is able to have a 60th anniversary. 
 
Looking around, we are a strange collection of 
people from all walks of life, vastly differing 
backgrounds, but with the same common 
foundation stones of service to our country and service to one another.  These bonds are the 
cornerstone of RAFA and are things we should be very proud of. Our main fundraising event is the 
Wings Appeal, which Jim Tibbott (ably supported by Jo) now organises. In 1984 we collected £1200 
whereas this year we have already collected almost £3000.  We must not forget the very important 
duty performed by our enthusiastic RAF Liaison Officers, 3 of whom are here this evening. Thank you 
gentlemen. 
 

We are very fortunate here in Rutland 
in that we have a plentiful supply of 
serving and past RAF personnel living 
within our community. Indeed in some 
circles Oakham in known as RAF 
Oakham. (bit like Manton). As we 
have already mentioned, however, a 
ready supply of potential members 
does not necessarily mean that they 
will join our ranks. The Branch does 
not exist as an entity in its own right – 
It is only as good as its members. 
 
We are lucky to have an excellent 
team of stalwarts on the committee 
and a very loyal and enthusiastic 
membership, as demonstrated by this 
evening’s support. Due to the short 
notice in organising this event – in 
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true RAF tradition we were sent the certificate commemorating our 60th anniversary about 6 weeks 
ago – a number of our committee and supporters had prior engagements.  In his absence I would like 
to thank the Secretary, Derek Bury, for all the work he has done in the organisation of this evening. 
He and Val are walking in Wales this week. Serves him right if you ask me!!  My thanks must go also 
to Roger Hyde who usually organises out Christmas Dinner but was thrown in the deep end when he 
volunteered in his absence to liaise with the Golf Club and become our point of contact for people 
wishing to attend.  Thank you Roger. On the subject of the Golf Club, I am sure you will agree with me 
that it has been an excellent meal and I will pass on our thanks to their equivalent of the Mess 
Manager.  In conclusion ladies and gentlemen, we are celebrating the 60th anniversary of an 
organisation of which we are rightly very proud and I look forward to being part of the 70th anniversary 
celebrations. 
 
Duncan Manderson 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Rutland County Council joined forces 
with military personnel from RAF 
Cottesmore and St Georges Barracks 
to raise a unique flag in support of 
Britain's first ever Armed Forces Day.  
In Rutland, a short ceremony took 
place on Monday 22 June 2009 at the 
flagpole outside Oakham Library. The 
flag will continue flying throughout the 
week in the lead-up to Armed Forces 
Day on Saturday 27 June. 
 
Flags will be flown the length and 
breadth of the country as well where 
British Servicemen and women are 
serving overseas, including in 

Afghanistan, Iraq, Cyprus, Germany, Gibraltar and the Falkland Islands. 
 
Local dignitaries included the Lord Lieutenant, High Sheriff and the Mayors of Oakham and 
Uppingham.  The Chairman of Rutland County Council, Edward Baines, addressed invited guests 
including representatives from RAF Cottesmore, St Georges Barracks, The Royal Air Force 
Association, local cadets and The Royal British Legion.  He said “Rutland has a strong link with the 
military which is evident throughout our local communities. Armed Forces Day is an opportunity for 
the Rutland area to show our support for the men and women who make up the local armed forces 
community at RAF Cottesmore 
and St Georges Barracks”.  
Councillor Baines added, “Many of 
our local military personnel have 
spent time in Iraq and Afghanistan 
and we had a very successful 
homecoming parade earlier this 
month for soldiers from St. 
Georges barracks. This flag-raising 
is an opportunity to recognise the 
work and efforts of all of the armed 
forces that are based in Rutland”. 
 
 

NEW MEMBERS 
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A warm welcome is extended to the following new members who have recently joined the branch. 
  
Mr P Hart Oakham 
Mr A M Cloney Oakham 
Mr R G Copping Cottesmore 

 
Angie Humphreys – Membership Secretary 

 

USED STAMPS COLLECTION  
 
We have recently received a grateful acknowledgement from RAFA Stamp Appeal and they advise us 
that these stamps help raise valuable funds for the charity.  They ask if we can continue sending them 
and would like to have foreign stamps separated from British stamps as they generate a greater 
amount of revenue. 
 
 To accommodate this request, could members please separate foreign and British stamps before 
handing them in to the Branch - just put them into 2 used envelopes and we can do the rest.  Also 
please leave half a centimetre approx around the stamps when tearing or cutting from the envelope. 
  
Thank you very much for all of your continued support. If any friends or family can also save, we feel 
this small gesture on all our parts is a simple way to support RAFA. 
  
Angie and Francis Humphreys  

 

AREA NEWSLETTER DISTRIBUTIO N 
 

To avoid blockages within the RAFA e mail system, the policy now is to publish the E-version of the 
Area Newsletters on the RAFA website and individuals wishing to do so may download it straight from 
there. Go to www.rafa.org.uk and follow the links. The June Newsletter is already on the website. An 
e mail will be sent to usual addresses each month advising that the Newsletter is on the website. 
 
Central Office 
 

BRIC-A-BRAC & TOMBOLA PRIZES  
 
The summer season, and the run-up to Wings Day 2009 is upon us.  Jo Tibbott will be organising 
bric-a-brac and tombola stalls throughout the season.  If you have any items to be disposed in aid of 
RAFA, they can be given to Jo at any meeting, taken to her house (16 Glebe Way, Oakham) or she 
can pick them up if you give her a ring on 01572 724631. 
 
Jo Tibbott 
 

DIARY DATES 2009 
 

24 Jul 09  Joint Force Harrier Open Day at RAF Cottesmore (for further details contact the 
Branch Secretary, Derek Bury 

1 Aug 09 Wings Appeal Collection at Tesco’s Oakham 
2 Aug 09 Wings Appeal Collection at Tesco’s Oakham 
5 Aug 09  Speaker - Flt Lt C Mathews X1 Squadron - Typhoon Display Team – RAF 

Coningsby 
2 Sep 09    Wings Appeal Meeting & BBQ 

18 Sep 09  Wings Appeal Collection Uppingham 
19 Sep 09 Wings Appeal Collection Oakham 

7 Oct 09  Social Evening – Sqn Ldr B Cartwright – OC 3MCS RAF Wittering 
4 Nov 09     Speaker - Group Captain M Heffron  -  Joint Services HQ  -  RAF Northwood 
2 Dec 09  Greetham Valley Golf Club - Branch Christmas Dinner 

 
Meetings are normally held on the 1st Wednesday of each month in the Cottesmore Sports & Social 
Club – 7.30pm for 8.00pm 
 
Derek Bury  

 


