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FROM THE NEW CHAIRMAN 
 
First of all I would like to thank everybody who attended the Annual General Meeting for placing their 
faith in me and allowing me the privilege of becoming the Chairman of what I see as one of the 
leading branches within the RAFA.  I consider it a great honour to lead a very dedicated and 
enthusiastic team.  We all have the same ideals and basic principles and in our different ways we all 
add to the greater RAFA family. 

 
It should go without saying, but I 
will say it anyway.  My elevation 
to the Chairman’s position was 
not something that I had planned 
on in either the short or medium 
timescale.  The untimely death of 
Rob Toy has left a void in many 
organisations around the 
County, our own included.  I 
have no doubt, however, that he 
would not wish his departure to 
have a negative effect on any of 
the organisations with which he 
was involved.  His attitude of get 
up, brush yourself down, and 
keep up the good work is one 
that we should all admire, and 
follow! 
 

Duncan Manderson with Air Marshall Sturley – RAFA National President 
 
All of us on the Committee constantly strive to move the Branch forward with interesting speakers 
(and not so interesting on some occasions), visits to places of interest, keeping our members up-to-
date with the changes in the RAF and of course the constant need to maintain an income to RAFA to 
enable the vital welfare work upon which so many people depend.  We do not, however, have a 
monopoly on good ideas.  We are always happy to hear constructive suggestions from people.  So 
don’t be shy, if you have a good idea to take the Branch forward, please pass it on. 
 
If you are aware of any Squadron, Section or Specialist Unit reunion, please let Phil the editor know 
so the details can be included in the Flying Horseshoe to hopefully give people who may be interested 
time to organise themselves. 
 
Finally, I look forward to our meeting numbers continuing to increase and for the Branch to continue to 
thrive.         
                 Duncan Manderson 
 
 

 

CARTRIDGE COLLECTION 
 

The RAF Benevolent Fund can now convert your used inkjet printer cartridges into money 
which helps to fund our valuable welfare work. Recycling also helps to conserve our planet 
for the future.  The Fund receives £1 for each inkjet printer cartridge we recycle!  `Empties' 
to Peter Thomas  please - No Epson or Laser cartridges thank you. 
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2009/2010 BRANCH APPOINTMENTS 
 
At the AGM held on 4 March 2009 the following RAFA Rutland branch Officers were appointed: 
 
Chairman:  Duncan Manderson 
Vice-Chairman:  Gordon Diffey 
Honorary Treasurer:  Gordon Diffey 
Honorary Secretary:  Derek Bury 
Honorary Membership Secretary:  Angie Humphreys 
Honorary Public Relations Officer:  No one appointed to this post 
Standard Bearer:  Francis Humphreys 
Social Secretary:  Fred Prestwood 
Meetings Coordinator:  Malcolm Sutton 
Flying Horseshoe Editor:  Phil Marston 
Wings Appeal Organiser:  Jim Tibbott 
Welfare Officer:  Val Kelly 
Assistant Welfare Officer:  Alf Dewis 
Associate Members : Val Bury 

Kathryn Manderson 
Sonia Sutton 
Jo Tibbott 
Diana Toy 

Co-opted Member:  Roger Hyde 
 
As the Chairman mentioned earlier, if the Flying Horseshoe is to continue, we need articles and 
photographs from Branch members.  They can be given to me at Branch meetings, e-mailed to 
joyphilmarston@btinternet.com, or sent to me at 12 Seaton Road, Uppingham, Rutland, LE15 9QX 
 
Phil Marston 
 
 

 

AGM 2009 BUFFET 
 

 
Following the AGM held on 4 March 2009 a superb buffet was provided by the ladies of the branch.  
Thank you all for your efforts in support of the branch. 
 
Branch Members 
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1967: SIR FRANCIS CHICHESTER SAILS HOME  
 

As I have been banging 
on about submitting 
articles and stories for 
conclusion in the 
newsletter, I thought  
would start the ball 
rolling.  On 27 May 1967, 
whilst flying Shackleton 
Mk 3 Phase 3 No 
WR977, I took this 
photograph with a 12 
inch camera from an 
open window of the 
aircraft.  The captions 
states “The Impossible 
took a little longer”.  42 
Squadron finds `Sir 
Francis Chichester’  3 
days out 27 May 1967.  
Curiously, the number on 
his sail also shows 42 
and in fact he was closer 

than was thought at the time.  The accompanying BBC article on 28 May 1967 gave the details. 
�
Sir Francis Chichester has arrived in Plymouth toni ght in his yacht, Gypsy Moth IV, after 
completing his epic single-handed voyage around the  world.  He crossed the finishing line at 
2058, nine months and one day after setting off fro m the historic port. 
 
Sir Francis is the first man to race around the wor ld solo with only one port of call, Sydney.  
About 250,000 well-wishers cheered and sang, welcom ing home the 65-year-old adventurer 
who has inspired the nation this past year.  Thousa nds of small boats accompanied Gypsy 
Moth into Plymouth Sound 119 days after it set sail  from Sydney, Australia, the only stop in the 
mammoth journey. 
 

Phil Marston 
 
 

 

INCREASE IN POSTAGE COST FROM APRIL 2009  
 
In view of the forthcoming increase in postal charges members who normally receive their copy of the 
Flying Horseshoe magazine are asked if they could perhaps change from postal delivery to electronic 
mail. If this is possible please send email details to:  rafarutland923@yahoo.co.uk. 
  
Secretary 
 

 

  
RAF ASSOCIATION - GREAT WALL OF CHINA TREK - 2009  

 
RAF Cottesmore RAFALO, Chief Technician David Craven will be taking part in the 'Great Wall of 
China' trek in aid of the RAF Association. The trek takes place from the 3 -11 Oct 2009, requiring a 
minimum sponsorship amount of £2850 to take part. Chief Tech Craven would like to ask branch 
members for their support in the form of sponsorship. If you would like to make a donation you can 
either send a cheque to 15 Heythrop Road, Cottesmore, Oakham, Rutland, LE15 7LZ or alternatively 
visit:   www.justgiving.com/davidcraven1   and make an online donation. Your support to this 
worthy cause will be greatly appreciated, thank you. 
 

Dave Craven 
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FLORIDA COAST TO COAST 

 
One of our potential new members who attended the 
AGM was Mrs Margaret Heath, widow Air Vice 
Marshal Mike Heath CBE FRAeS.  AVM Heath died 
in November 2007 whilst on a 4 year exchange with 
the United States Central Command at MacDill Air 
Force Base, Tampa, Florida.  
 
He was beset by various cancers throughout his life, 
however, being such a stoic person, this was 
something he never let worry him.  His son 
Christopher is a pilot on No 32 (Royal) Squadron and 
with help and support from other pilots on his 
Squadron have decided to run across Florida in 
order to raise money for three charities all 
specialising in cancer support.  Christopher is seen 
here whilst running the New Forest Marathon 
 
Ben Whittaker is running the entire distance with 
Christopher and Brad Goggin is the Coach/Physio.  
Brad is cycling the distance in support and Mrs 
Heath and Christopher’s sister Pippa are also 
supporting the run.  
 
Full details can be seen at: 
 
www.coast2coastfloridarun.com 

   
All money raised in the UK will be donated to the Macmillan Cancer Support Charity and donations 
can be made through www.justgiving.com/heathy.  If anyone would like to make a donation, and does 
not have internet, I am sure that this could be arranged through the branch.�

 
 

 

STAMP COLLECTING 
 

I would be obliged if you could mention in the next NL when printed that I am collecting used 
British & Foreign postage stamps  all year round in aid of RAFA Wings Appeal, and would 
welcome members' support by bringing along to the meeting stamps with approx. one 
quarter of an inch of envelope left around the stamp.  If not attending the meeting hand to 
any committee or phone me and I will happily collect. 
 

Angie Humphreys 
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